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CREATION AND EVOLUTION 


Few subjects could be of greater interest to the mature mind 
than a study of the origin and development of this great 
world on which we live. How and when did it come into exis- 
tence? What has been the manner of its growth from infancy 
until now? And how did LIFE develop on its expansive sur- 
face? 


And, if we find answers to these questions, can we go deep- 
er than the mere material aspect and gain some truly ration- 
al explanation of the real purpose behind all this? Can we 
learn WHY we were born, and WHY we die, and WHY we live for 
some three score years and ten, and then disappear from mor- 
tal sight just when we seem to be gaining an insight into 
some of life's baffling mysteries? 


Many people today are approaching such questions as these 
and approaching them with sincerity and a deep desire to 
know the truth. The answers may be sought in religion; but 
they should also be sought in science for each has something 
to contribute. Every unbiased student must surely agree 
that religion and science often tell the same story. 


Everyone is familiar with the first chapter of the Book of 
Genesis. It contains what is generally known as the Crea- 
tion Story. Yet it is a story of evolution, for it begins 
with the formation of the earth and it tells of the emer- 
gence of life in ite most primitive forms; of the develop- 
ment of the grasses, the birds, the fish, the animals, and 
finally, MAN! These, it should be noted, did not come into 
existence simultaneously, but on successive "days". These 
so-called days, I think we must see, were not intended to 
convey the thought of a day of 24 hours with which the word 
is associated now, but rather to indicate periods of unstat- 
ed duration. Science says that these periods actually cov- 
ered millions of years. 


Science begins its story in just the same way as religion. 
It tells of the simple forms developing into the complex, 
and\ finally of MAN as the apex of known living creatures. 


Let us briefly look into some of the details of these two 
Stories--one so old and the other so new. The Bible tells 
us that in the beginning "God created the heaven and the 


earth, and the earth was without form and void, and darkness 
was upon the face of the deep". Then God said "Let there be 
light, and there was light." Astronomers point their tele- 
scopes to the sky and there they find a scene of surpassing 
wonder. Myriads and myriads of tiny twinkling points of 
light--suns in majestic profusion. But they also see thou- 
sands of immense, mysterious swirling clouds of black, unor- 
ganized cosmic dust and gases. From these, latest research 
indicates, solar systems arise. Pressure of light from sur- 
rounding stars causes internal disturbances and gradually 
the shapeless cloud becomes what is known as a galactic neb- 
ula of which thousands can be seen in the heavens in many 
different stages of development. Atomic changes and fric- 
tion produce heat, heat gives rise to light, and from the 
shapeless black mass a fiery sun and its attendant planets 
are born. So, you see, Science says that the earth was with- 
out form and void...darkness was upon the face of the deep, 
there was light, and the earth came into existence with the 
other planets of our system. 


Following this, science says, the earth hed to go through 
its early stages of maturing. There is evidence that in the 
beginning the earth was covered with one mass of steaming 
ocean and an unbroken mass of dense clouds, so that water, 
Steam and clouds formed a continuous covering over the plan- 
et which was miles in thickness and produced an earth of e- 
ternal grayness with the sun entirely obscured. Little by 
little, however, the atmosphere grew less dense, until there 
occurred a separation between the waters on the earth and 
the waters stored above the earth in the clouds. And on the 
second "day" we read: "God divided the waters which were un- 
der the firmament from the waters which were above the fir- 
mament." 


Time passes one The process of separation of land and water 
continues. Instead of rocks here and there, mountains arise 
and the continents gradually form. And of this stage the 
story in Genesis continues: "God said let the waters under 
the heavens be gathered together into one place and let the 
dry land appear..." 


But there is much more than this, for at this point another 
so-called miracle happened. Life appeared upon earth...sim- 
ple one-celled creatures at first. Gradually there came the 
multi-celled living things. Seaweeds and other marine life 


began to grow, and then a profusion of grasses and plants 
and trees covering the whole earth. In the Bible account 
we read: "And God said 'Let the earth bring forth grass, the 
herb yielding seed and the fruit tree after its kind," 


But now we find another event of major importance taking 
place; something which imposed an entirely new condition up- 
on earth's evolving life, and changed the very face of the 
land. The grayness of the earth which had conditioned its 
growth from the beginning, and which was caused by the un- 
broken masses of dense clouds which covered it, gradually 
changed. The progressive cooling of the earth finally re- 
sulted in the thinning of the mass of clouds until the sun 
began to shine through them, and for the first time in its 
history, the sun poured its beneficent rays directly upon 
the earth. This change imposed an entirely new condition of 
affairs, bringing day and night and the seasons in their twn 
Now the earth was bathed in the direct sunlight and the shin- 
ing of the stars, And in the Bible story we read: "And God 
said 'Let there be lights in the firmament of the heaven to 
divide the day from the night and let them be for seasons 
and for days and years." 


Following further the story of science, we find that fishes 
multiplied in the seas and many new varieties appeared. Man- 
y of these were huge creatures, as fearful in appearance as 
they were gigantic in size; strange creatures like the Zeu- 
gledon, weighing many tons and from 20 to 30 feet long; the 
great Dinasaurs; and then the Pteradaktyls, creatures be- 
tween reptile and bird; and later the true birds developed 
in immense number and variety. And the Bible story goes on 
to relate: "And God said, 'Let the waters bring forth abun- 
dantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl that 
they may fly above the earth in the open firmament of the 
heaven’, and God created great whales." 


And then, in both stories, came the development of the mam- 
mals, and finally - MAN! But of man, it must be noted,that 
the Bible story tells what science leaves out, for it is 
something that cannot be viewed through the microscope, nor 
measured by any of the instruments that science has fash- 
ioned. The Bible tells of the true nature of man, for it is 
said thet, God created man after his own image and in his own 
likeness. And I would suggest that if we could understand 
the real implication of that tremendous statement,we should 


have gone far toward an understanding of life and the pur- 
pose of living. 


Science shows, as she unveils the history of our earth, a 
scheme of evolution magnificent beyond the power of words to 
express; but science can offer no concept whatsoever of the 
beginning of things. Religion gives the answer which, soon- 
er or later, science must accept; that there exists a Supreme 
Being, far beyond the power of man's understanding, which 
"created" the earth and all things that exist, that from 
some (at present) incomprehensible condition of non-manifes- 
tation, primordial matter was brought into manifestation and 
gradually fashioned into a solar system and that there is 
some mighty purpose and plan in this creative act. 


But now we come to "the seventh day", and that, I believe, 
is the most thrilling of them all. On this "day", it is re- 
corded that the heaven and the earth were finished, and all 
the host of them, and on the seventh day God ended the work 
that He had made, and He rested on the seventh day, and God 
blessed the seventh day and hallowed it." 


What can be the meaning of this mysterious reference to God 
resting on the seventh day? That is the seventh great evo- 
lutionary period which was ushered in, let it be observed, 
by the creation of MAN, of whom it is said "he was created 
in the image and likeness" of God Himself, 


That is where we gain & wonderful vision from the ancient 
teachings of Theosophy, for from that source we learn that 
man actually is a God in the making; that he ie made after 
God's image, and that Life is the eating of the fruit of the 
symbolical tree of knowledge of good and evil...Thus, the 
work of the future lies with man, for he must learn of this 
Plan, whereby he shall become perfect, and he must learn that 
his duty now is to bring that divinity which lies within him 
out into full expression in the world. Thus it is that those 
who truly work for the great plan of spiritual evolution are 
indeed hallowing the seventh day. 


So, in Creation and Evolution, in Religion plus Science, we 
have a key which can unlock for us a door which leads to an 
understanding of the mighty plan of Life itself. 


LIFE AFTER DEATH 


Of all the experiences which man must encounter, two are the 
common lot of every individual--birth and death. Is it not 
strange, then, that these two experiences, universal as they 
are, should be so little understood? It is true that the 
physical aspects of the birth and death of one's body are, 
in this day and age, pretty well charted for him -- thanks 
to the untiring efforts of our medical scientists. But the 
coming of life into the body at birth, and its leaving at 
death, still remain a mystery. Whence comes it? Whither 
does it go? These are questions which intrigue the minds of 
all thoughtful people. 


Many hypotheses have been advanced, but there is as yet no 
unanimity of opinion. To those who see in the universe the 
operation of law and order, Theosophy offers a rational and 
consistent body of teachings. It postulates an evolution- 
ary plan for man's unfoldment in which birth and death play 
natural and important parts. It teaches that man is far 
more than a physical being; and that the immortal Spirit in 
man requires repeated incarnations in physical bodies in or- 
der to unfold and express all of its spiritual powers. The- 
osophical writers tell us that the period of life after death 
is a very necessary part of the total cycle of living; and 
that during that period, all of the experiences of earthly 
life are transmuted into eternal concepts and soul faculties. 


Furthermore, continued study of its principles, and the prac- 
tical application of theosophical ideals in daily living, 
are said gradually to open the way for the development of 
hidden powers which are latent in every individual, and which 
enable him, in time, to prove for himself the truth of the 
teachings given him regarding these two great mysteries. 


We are told of individuals who have reached this advanced 
stage--men and women who have developed these latent powers— 
and have investigated these matters for themselves. In the- 
osophical literature, the results of such research are re- 
corded. No one is expected to accept it as final, but the- 
osophical students examine it with an open mind. Conditions 
of life after death are presented in such a way that many in- 
dividuals realize instantly the soundness of the premises up- 
on which the information is founded. Others, though they ac- 
cept the ideas intellectually, may still feel that, for them, 


satisfaction can only be gained through actual contact with 
the invisible realms. Whatever our personal reaction may be, 
the actuality of some existence beyond the physical is rath- 
er generally accepted; and increasing evidence of perception 
beyond the range of our five physical senses is constantly 
being brought to our attention through modern research. 


Advocates of Spiritualism attempt to establish proof of life 
after death by bringing man into touch with those “on the oth- 
er side" through sensitive persons known as mediums. Because 
of the nature of this work, however, it has become an easy 
field for trickery. Much of their work has therefore been 
discredited. Even that of such great men as Sir Oliver Lodge, 
A. Conan Doyle, and others, has not been given the considera- 
tion it deserves. Many years ago Sir Oliver Lodge declared 
in a lecture given before the Society for the Advancement of 
Science that the existence of an invisible realm had actu- 
ally been established, and that it was, therefore, a subject 
which science might legitimately investigate. 


Today, as we consider the theosophical concept of life after 
death, perhaps the approach most in keeping with present day 
trends of thought is through vibration, which the new science 
of electronics is putting before us. We are made increasing- 
ly aware of the fact that we live in a world of vibration. 
Our five senses respond to some of these vibrations without 
the aid of outside receivers; special devices are needed for 
others before they can be made visible or audible. Consider 
radar as one example. We know, too, that sound and light 
waves which produce our radio and television effects are con- 
8Stantly in the air, though we are quite unaware of them until 
we tune them in. Is it, then, so very difficult to consider 
the idea that we may be surrounded by countless other vibra- 
tory waves beyond the range of the five physical senses? Or 
that, if we could but tune to their frequencies we could be 
put into touch with parts of our world which are now invisi- 
ble? 


The student of Theosophy considers this to be the case, for 
he sees the universe as one great whole in which seven great 
divisions of matter form interpenetrating planes of nature. 
All are in vibration, each having its own range of vibratory 
rates and its own characteristic type of stimulus and responee. 
Our physical world manifests only within the lowest range,and 
it is, therefore, only within those particular limits that our 


five physical senses can operate. But it is a mistake to be- 
lieve that the limit of our present power of perception is 
also the limit of all there is to perceive! Even within the 
physical range of vibration, we as individuals do not have 
complete perception--as any table of vibrations will show. 


Intermingling with the atoms of the physical world are atoms 
of those other divisions of matter:-the astral, which vibrate 
within the limits of the next band of rates--and the mental, 
which vibrate at a still finer rate beyond and within the 
level of the astral. The other four divisions of the uni- 
verse vibrate st infinitely higher rates, and constitute 
those levels which we may designate in a general way as "epir- 
itual". And so we see that there are many realms of con- 
sciousness to which we can eventually extend our awareness! 


Theosophy teaches that man as an immortal soul provides him- 
self with bodies formed from that physical, astral and mental 
substance we have just mentioned in order that he may gain 
experience in those planes of nature. These bodies become 
his pointe of contact at each level. The one vibrating at 
the lowest rate is, of course, the physical, Interpenetrat- 
ing this dense body is one of finer matter, capable of vi- 
brating within the limits of the astral plane; and because 
the stimulus which arouses astral matter to action, is emo- 
tion. the astral body serves as the vehicle for the emotion- 
al expression of the soul. Similarly interpenetrating these 
two, there is a third body composed of the still finer mat- 
ter of the mental plane, and this serves as a channel for 
man's power of thought. It is through these three vehicles 
that man expresses himself in thought, feeling and action; 
and during his physical life, all three express themselves 
through the physical body. 


But when what we call "death" occurs, the soul can no longer 
use the physical body as a focal point for his energies. Per- 
haps that body has become too old and worn to be useful any 
more, or perhaps it has already served the purpose of the 
soul for that particular incarnation. We must remember that 
it is only the physical body which is affected by the death. 
It becomes lifeless because it no longer holds the energies 
of the soul - these having withdrawn from the physical level. 
But they still continue to function in that higher band of 
vibration rates, at the astral and mental levels. Jt is ob- 
vious then, that instead of being lifeless--or dead--the real 


man, the sou], is as much alive as ever! Actually, he is ex- 
periencing a greater sense of freedom; for he is no longer 
limited by the slower vibration rates of dense physical mat- 
ter. He will still be as much aware of us as before, but my 
find it impossible to communicate with us, because he no lag- 
er has any equipment using the slow vibrations to which we 
might respond. Because we have lost contact with him, we 
grieve and feel that he has gone far away from us. Theosophy 
explains that nothing isfarther from the truth! 


These finer worlds are not far off in space somewhere. They 
are here and now and everywhere around usi When we have 
learned to raise our consciousness to these levels, they will 
be as real to us as is the physical. The fact that our phy- 
sical senses do not register these higher vibrations does mt 
mean that they do not exist! 


All theosophical textbooks tell of the nature of man and of 
the various stages of his evolution in the cycles of life 
and death. We may study these matters with open minds until 
we are able to prove them for ourselves. Theosophy tells us 
that when we put our physical bodies to sleep, and withdraw 
our attention from the conditions of the physical world, the 
consciousness is automatically tuned to the next band of vi- 
bration rates, which is the astral. This is often a period 
of training in the use of astral matter. It is also a time 
when contact can be re-established with friends who have 
passed on. Memory of these events may not come through into 
the physical brain upon awakening, because the average per- 
son has not yet developed continuity between waking and sleep- 
ing consciousness, 


But we do hear of instances when individuals have had excep- 
tionally vivid dreams which do not fade with the passing of 
time, but which become ever stronger and more real. These are 
not mere "dreams". Many may be actual memories of experi- 
ences in those invisible realms which will become our natur- 
al environment in that period of life after death. 


The theosophist knows that when his latent faculties are in 
full operation, he will be able to tune to higher frequeneiee 
at will. And when he has developed the faculty of making the 
switch from the higher back to the lower without a break in 
the continuity of thought, he will be able to prove for him- 


Self the truth of the t hical t 
Hm v heosophical teachings regarding life 


MAN'S INNER URGE 


For those of us who are continually asking "WHY?" theosophy 
offers a field of delightful exploration. It does answer the 
perplexing questions as to why we are here in the first place, 
and why euch extraordinary things happen to us, and why there 
is in the heart of every living person an urge to fuller and 
higher expression of the creative life within him, 


Theosophy recognizes that urge as the pressure of the Divine 
Life upon man and within him. It also recognizes that there 
are degrees in the expression of that urge. The crudest and 
least developed among our humanity, those whom Theosophy calls 
"young souls", can express that urge only physically. Hunger, 
lust, and battle are the chief ways of self-expression for 
them whether in the jungle or the great city. 


Those who are slightly more developed, those whom we might 
call “adolescent soule", can express themselves emotionally 
as well as physically. Excitement, violent loves and hates, 
sin and repentance are natural ways of self expression for 
theme Emotionaliam is the basis of their urge towards the 
fuller life. 


Next there are those who have developed a mental life and can 
thus express the divine urge within them not only physically 
and emotionally but also mentally. These Theosophy calle 'h- 
dult souls", and it is for such that Theosophy has a great 
appeal. The divine urge seeks to express itself more fully 
through them in ways of comprehension of the world about them 
and the forces which play upon them. These are our business 
people, our planners in the realms of economics and the so- 
cial order, our investigators in the realms of science. 


And there are, further, those who may be called "mature sould! 
who have evolved yet further to the stage of wisdom and of 
love for God and man. These can express life in what we call 
a spiritual way as well as in mental, emotional, and physi- 
cal ways. It is they who devote themselves to their fellow- 
men by either their active service, or their intellect, or 
their deep feeling for the sufferings of man. We need only 
mention Albert Schweitzer, Mahatma Ghandi, and Albert Ein- 
stein among the many. 


Since Theosophy explains that humanity evolves through these 


various stages from the lowest to the highest by means of ths 
living of many lives on this earth, it shows that, wherever 
we stand, we are progressing towards the spiritual life. It 
is a goal which all shall eventually reache 


But we customarily feel far removed from such a goal, even 
while we are aware of a spiritual hunger which urges us on. 
The average man of the world asks rather desperately "How 
can I live a spiritual life in my world of today?" Theosophy 
has one of the answers. It is surprisingly simple. 


An example will perhaps make it clear. Let us consider the 
case - a common one = of a man who is determined to become 
rich. Everything is subordinated to that one aim. First he 
must be master of his body; he must teach it to endure hard- 
ness, to bear frugality, to be active for many hours at a 
stretch, for otherwise he would be wasting time, money and 
opportunity which he needs if he is to succeed. No desires 
of the body must be permitted to interfere. That is the first 
thing he learns. 


Then he learns concentration of the mind. If he is not con- 
centrated, his rivals will beat him in the struggle of the 
business world. If his mind wanders from plan to plan, if 
his mind becomes sluggish through indecision, or vaccilating 
without perseverance, he cannot succeed. But the goal he 
desires for himself teaches him to concentrate his mind, to 
become steady in persevering effort, and thus he learns con- 
trol of the mind. And he has gained in the doing a strong 
will, for only a strong will can succeed in such an effort. 
The soul grows mighty in the attempt to achieve. His material 
success may or may not bring him enduring satisfaction or 
happiness. What we are concerned with is: What will make 
that man a spiritual man? 


A change of objective, that is all. He does not need to 
change his qualities of strength, courage, endurance, and re- 
sourcefulness - certainly not; but he does have to get rid of 
a self-centered viewpoint, to get rid of the recklessness with 
which he crushed his fellowmen in order that he might climb 
into wealth on the frustration of hundreds. He mist chanze 
his ideal from strength-used-for crushing to strength-used- 
for-uplifting; then in the giant of industry you will have a 
spiritual man. His life will be consecrated to humanity and 
he will live only to serve and to help. Difference of objec- 
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tive, difference of motive, on that does it depend whether a 
man is of the world worldly or of the spirit spiritual. 


Possibly after such a man has gained his first objective, he 
finds that wealth has not brought him happiness, or that he 
tires quickly of all the rewards of his position. It could 
happen then, and often does, that he ceases to make the ef- 
fort. But that means stagnation. And then is the time to 
look for the new motive. And the first motive for action for 
the spiritual life is to perform action because it is duty, 
not because it is going to bring reward. Duty must be done. 
The wheels of the world must be kept turning. Men and women 
must be fed through the channels of trade and commerce; the 
Sick must be healed; the ignorant must be taught; justice 
must be done bétween the strong and the weak, the rich and 
the poor. And so the work continues because of the need of 
the world and the people thereof, and it will be done as per- 
fectly as possible down to its last detail. 


That is the first step in the spiritual life for the man of 
the world - for the woman of the world - to perform work be- 
cause it needs to be done. There is not one of you who can- 
not take that first step. You may do your business just the 
same, you may perform your manifold household tasks just the 
Samo, but you carry a new spirit into it; you do it because 
it is your bit of work in the world and your loyalty makes 
you do it well. 


Why is it important to do all things well? Because that is 
the divine way. The satisfaction of the sense of perfection 
is one of the divine elements in God and man alike. It matters 
not what you do but how you do it, whether it be perfectly 
wrought to the utmost limit of your ability. That is the 
test of a person's character, and by the work you may know 
the character of the worker, 


Perhaps that seems a small thing when you bring it down to 
your own house, your own store, or plant, or office. Taken 
one by one so small. "But suppose everyone did it, how would 
the face of the world appear? No skimped work, no unreliable 
products on the market, nothing adulterated, the face value 
always the real value, every house perfectly built, all plumb- 
ing perfectly laid, everything done as well as the strength 
and skill of the person can do it. Why, a world like that 
seems a fairy tale, an impossible Utopia; but that would be 
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the result if every individual did his or her duty as per- 
fectly as possible." And that aiming at perfection is the 
second step towards the spiritual life. It is not outside 
your reach; it is close to every one of you. 


And that is not all; there is a higher stage of spiritual 
life than that. It is the life of sacrifice, when work is 
done not as a duty but as a sacrifice. 


There is a widely mistaken idea that sacrifice is painful. 
But the very essence of sacrifice is a voluntary and glad 
pouring forth of life that others may share it. Do you call 
it painful when, say, you give up a trip to Mexico in order 
to pay the cost of another semester of your son's schooling? 
The giving up of that particular dream of travel may be hard 
indeed; but is it anything at all in comparison with the joy 
of seeing your son graduate, of knowing that you have helped 
equip him to face life well? True sacrifice is not pain but 


joy, a voluntary and glad giving for the sake of the joy of 
others. 


That is for the strong. That is a high stage. It is the stage 
which we recognize in the great ones of the world who work 
and teach joyously for humanity's well-being. 


Now suppose that you and I can shape our lives on lines such 
as these which I have hastily sketched. We shall become spir- 
itual people living in the life of the world, doing our share 
towards making the world more and more the perfectly mani- 
fested divine thought. 


Though we may profitably go sometimes into seclusion, the 
manifested God walks in the haunts of men. For there only 
is the great work to be done, there the trials to be faced, 
there the powers of the spirit to be unfolded. 


Theosophy shows clearly how in the heart of the world's great- 


est activity any man or women can begin to live the spirit- 
ual life. 


*The Spiritual Life: Annie Besant 
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THE MEANING OF MEDITATION 


Meditation is an ancient, immemorial practice with all who 
have ever striven to realize their inner potentialities and 
to solve the riddle of the Universe. For that ageless ques- 
tion is answered only from within, its solution lying in the 
depths of the little universe which is man. 


Meditation may be described as the purposeful search for Real- 
ity, the engaging of all the faculties of an individual to- 
ward the goal of spiritual understanding and realization, It 
is a constant attitude of soul. 


We may think of meditation first as systematic and sustained 
thinking, and as such it is used by everyone whose actions 
are purposeful and effective in our every-day world. The 
second aspect of meditation is an attempt to develop and u- 
tilize the powers of mind and heart, and to direct them to- 
ward the realization of spiritual aims. This is aided as 
we come to realize the existence of perfected Beings, Those 
who have attained the goal of human evolution, and whose 
lives reveal perfect compassion, perfect beauty; for in these 
Great Ones, each man sees the future perfection of himself. 


The true goal of meditation is Self-realization, and since 
the Self, the immortal soul, or "Spark from the Divine Flame", 
as it is sometimes called in Theosophy, is divine in essence; 
90 the realization of that immortal Self is the perception of 
this Divinity. Meditation is not, as sometimes supposed, an 
unnatural and difficult art. It is the expansion and sub- 
limation of normal powers of heart and mind, and it can be 
practiced in some measure by everyone, 


To adopt a convenient simile, we may say that the soul of man 
has two wings - one of which is man's thoughts; and the oth- 
er, the wing of his feelings - both of them of equal impor- 
tance. To fly well, both wings must be developed. So we 
must have clear and impersonal and beautiful thoughts; and we 
must have clear and glowing and unselfish emotions. 


Now let us consider the powers of each wing separately. The 
mind has three powers: Memory, understanding, and imagina- 
tion. When we allow our minds to rest on the past, we are 
using the power of memory - and we are reminded that one of 
the steps of the Noble Eightfold Path of the Buddha was "Right 
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Memory". We might use another simile and say that the mind 
is a light - a lantern we hold on the path of life. When 
we throw this light behind us, we are looking into the re- 
gion of memory. And when we do this, it is well to do so 
not regretfully, wishing those past events were still with 
us, but gratefully, realizing the value of those experiences, 
and with the understanding that its essential loveliness has 
been built into our lives forever. Too often we cling to 

& past joy or to & past sorrow, but do we not remember the 
words of the Christ: "Let the dead bury their dead; follow 
Me." So memory, rightly used, gives strength and courage 
and perspective for the path ahead, and establishes the goal 
ever before us. 


When we hold the light of the mind steadily shining upon the 
spot where we stand at the moment, its power is concentra- 
tion. Its fruit is understanding, There is no subject in 
the world upon which, if we concentrate steadily enough, we 
shall not arrive at some measure of understanding. 


When the light of the mind is cast in front of us, we see 
with the light of the imagination,-we gaze into the world of 
ideals. Because the imagination is a very wonderful power, 
we must not only try to cultivate it, but we must learn to 
control it so that it does not run away with us. A man 
grows into the likeness of that which he beholds and adores, 
and it is this image-making faculty, the imagination, which 
can fashion the form of the ideal in our creative minds. 


These, then, are the powers of the mind which can lead man 
to Self-realization: Right memory of the past,- concentra- 
tion in the present,- and the forming of ideals for the fu- 
ture. 


Now let us look at the other wing of the soul, the powers of 
the hearte Too much emphasis cannot be placed upon the need 
for the development of strong, vital, pure emotion. Indeed, 
one of the chief uses of the mind itself is to create the 
thoughts and images which shall invoke the purest, grandest 
emotion. Great feeling is purifying, unifying. By love 
alone, if pure enough and strong enough, a man may scale the 
heights of heaven. 


We might say that when the wing of the heart is turned up- 
ward, that is faith - "evidence of things not seen." When 


14 


the wing of the heart bends toward earth, striving to under- 
stand, to serve, to appreciate, that is charity. Charity, 
you know, comes from the Latin word, "caritas" which means, 
"dear". So charity does not mean that you give something 
to somebody, it means that everything to you is dear. 


As we meditate to develop these wings of the soul, we must 
believe in ourselves - we must have continual hope, no mate 
ter what happens. As Dr. Annie Besant once said: "There 
is no failure except in ceasing to strive." We must know 
that if we fail a thousand times, we can still "rise on step 
ping stones of our dead selves to higher things." To doubt, 
is to deny that Divinity within. 


After long practice, during which the powers of the mind and 
the heart come under our control, the two wings of the soul 
grow strong and enable it to soar toward the heaven of its 
desire. The mind steadies itself, the heart deepens, and a 
point is reached in which an enduring equilibrium is brought 
about. The wings of the soul hold it pointed in the direc- 
tion of eternity, instead of in the direction of the tempo- 
rary self and its interests. 


Have you ever seen a bird flying high, high into the air? 
All at once it stops beating its wings, and soars, poised, 
into the empyrean. So, in aspiration, there may come a mo- 
ment when the soul = poised and concentrated =- soars into 
oneness with the Divine. Such a state may last but for a 
moment, but it leaves its imprint in our lives forever. 


The noted Theosophist, Mr. Oo We Leadbeater, has said: "What 
we can do in meditation depends upon what we are doing all 
day long." This means that during meditation the mind feeds 
upon the material garnered by life and thought; therefore, a 
life filled with deep thoughts of love and unselfishness - 
of patient study toward higher things - is of the greatest 
value as a subconscious aid to meditation. The understand- 
ing mind, the ardent heart, these provide the fuel which is 
lit on the altar of meditation. 


It has been suggested that the best time for meditation is in 
the early morning hours - that it sets the tone for the day. 
Mr. Leadbeater has suggested, also, that when we meditate, we 
Should assume a position which allows for relaxation, and 
thus forgetfulness of the body. A comfortable arm chair 
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in which the back can be held erect, is suitable. Medita- 
tion should not be too prolonged - five minutes spent daily 
is better than an hour once a week, for it is the regular and 
habitual practice which conditions the mind and establishes 
a pattern. 


Dr. Besant has said: "Think in your morning meditations of 
the qualities that you want; if you are irritable, for exam- 
ple, think of patience... If you meditate regularly and faith- 
fully, you will, little by little, realize a Self behind your 
desires, and as you go on meditating, and also during the day 
practice the attitude required, you will begin to realize 
that Self all the time." So, make your own ideal. Suppose 
you lack courage, or patience, or sympathy. Take one qual- 
ity each month, think it over for a few minutes every morn- 
ing, try to see what it really is - its necessity, its use, 
its loveliness - how it shines in the life of someone you ad- 
mire. Imagine it in action, and resolve to put it into ac- 
tion yourself, whenever opportunity comes your way. 


Do not look for psychic development, or feelings of personal 
upliftment. The true results of meditation lie in the di- 
rection of the gradual deepening and purifying of character, 
for this means the growth of the soul and its increasing 
touch with the Source of all loveliness within. 


The results come slowly and imperceptibly, for they are a 
disciplining of the will, an enlightening of the mind, and 

a kindling of the heart. Gradually, these powers can be re- 
flected in ordinary daily living - in all relationships - so 
that it comes to influence our life-pattern. For, however 
high and rare are the worlds into which our souls may soar, 
the experience must always be related to earth-life. We 
seek Heaven only that we may learn to see it shining in the 
world around use And when, as a great Teacher once express- 
ed it, we "look at the things of matter with the eyes of the 
spirit," all our life shall become a constant meditation, 
with a deepening of inner love and beauty. 


16 


THEOSOPHY: THE ANCIENT WISDOM 


We have had a letter from one of our listeners, asking where 
we get the information broadcast on these programs. That 
is a fair question, and we are glad to answer it. Those of 
you who listen regularly to this program may remember that 
we have said that Theosophy is the wisdom of the ages - that 
it is a synthesis of all philosophies and religions. Now 
that may seem to you to be rather a vague statement - you 
may feel that it does not really answer your question. Nev- 
ertheless, it is literally true. 


Theosophy is not a new philosophy of life put together by 
people who call themselves theosophists. Actually, just the 
reverse is true. Theosophists are individuals who try to 
govern their lives according to certain principles which they 
have discovered through study of that ancient wisdom, Theos- 
ophy. 


The name, Theosophy, was given to this type of thinking in 
the 3rd century A. De because the word itself seemed to in- 
dicate the nature of the philosophy, which was very much old- 
er. It has always seemed necessary for man to give names to 
things - it is the only way he can identify them; and Theos- 
ophy is simply a name for truths which have been passed on 
to various ages of man from very ancient timese It would 
seem to be an appropriate name, for Theosophy by its very 
derivation means "divine wisdom". And the Society which 
was founded in 1875 in New York City to study and promulgate 
these truths took the name "The Theosophical Society". 


These truths, which we call Theosophy, deal with matters 
which have interested mankind of all ages, for they concern 
the nature of the universe, and the nature of all creatures 
in the universe, including mane They answer the questions 
which all of us ask: what is the meaning of life? why are 
we born? and what is our goal? Obviously, these questions 
have been matters of consideration by all thoughtful people 
throughout the centuries. And these ancient teachings, 
which have now become the basis of theosophical literature, 
explain that man is more than this physical personality which 
is born, lives a few years, and then dies. Man is an immor- 
tal soul in the process of releasing divine powers! And we 
are told that if we will but give attention to our thinking 
and feeling and acting in every day living, we will open the 
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way for these powers to manifest. Eventually as our wisdom 
increases, we will approach the “measure of the stature of 
the fullness of Christ." Truly, this is divine wisdom! 


And it is a significant fact that if anyone will take the 
time really to study the ancient religions and philosophies, 
he will discover that the same basic truths are in each. Ths 
form of religions may change in order to meet the needs of 
different eras and different types of people, but the basic 
truths do not changee It is the same with philosophy - each 
philosopher interprets the truths a little differently, but 
there is a thread of unity on which all of them are strunge 
It is this unity underlying all religions and philosophies 
which is basic Theosophy. 


If we will take the basic truths as outlined in the teach- 
ings and try to govern our lives accordingly, we will grad- 
ually come to a realization of the rightness of the theories 
put before us. And then it is that the ancient wisdom be- 
comes & modern philosophy which is meaningful and useful to 
us in every day living. It is the practical value of Theos- 
ophy which we attempt to put before you on these broadcasts, 
giving the basic truths for your consideration, that you may 
verify them and experiment in using them for yourselves. 


Now let us consider some of these basic truths: first of all 
there is the idea of the one Creator, in whom there are all 
potentials. This is the God of orthodox religion - He who 
is omnipotent, omniscient, and omnipresent. And when He 
wills to create, he manifests Himself in the universe, and 
these qualities begin to show themselves, He is all-power- 
ful, He is all-knowing, and He is ever-present. And this 
divine Life is everywhere throughout the universe - in fact, 
it IS the universe. And so the theory of the oneness of 
life, which is basic to Theosophy, comes into being. Divine 
life is in every creature, in every human being, even though 
our actions may not seem to reveal its presence, 


Now if we put this one basic idea into practice, we will dis- 
cover two things. First, that we cannot safely grow at the 
expense of any other person - we cannot live separate lives, 
thinking only of our own pleasure - our own well-being. If 
we all share the same divine life, anything we do which is 
helpful and kindly will be beneficial to those around us. And 
so the ethical idea is put forth in all religions - Do unto 
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others as you would have them do unto you. And the basic 
principle of sowing and reaping comes into effect - As ye sow, 
80 also shall ye reap. All thie is basic Theosophy - and 

it is found in all the religions of the world. 


The second thing which becomes a personal truth once we be- 
gin to put into practice the thought that divine life is in 
every human being, is the fact that we can change ourselves. 
We are not pawns in the hands of Fate, for within ourselves 
in that divine power - the power by which we can strengthen 
our position. And so we delve deeper into the philosophy 
to find out what those latent powers may be, and how we can 
bring them to fruition. All this is not a matter for mere 
study - it is only as we put into practice the bits we learn 
from day to day that the truths reveal themselves to us. And 
then we know for ourselves that the ancient wisdom ie indeed 
valid = that it works! 


If the purpose of our lives is to develop all of these divine 
potentials, certainly we muet have more than one life on 
earth =- so the idea of reincarnation is part of basic Theos- 
ophy. This theory of reincarnation - of successive appear- 
ances of the soul in physical bodies - is not new. It was 
taught many thousands of years ago. And it appeals to our 
reasons For how could we possibly attain to the measure of 
the stature of the fullness of Christ in a lifetime of some 
50 to 90 years? Therefore Theosophy teaches that the divine 
part of man, the soul, erone through repeated experiences on 
earth. 


These experiences come to us through different bodies, in 
different epochs of time, but it is the same divine spark, 
the soul, which learns the lessons and gains the strength. 


The teaching which follows naturally from this is that life 
after death is as important to the real man as is life ina 
physical body. Death does not mean extinction of the Self, 
but is actually a period in which experience on earth is as- 
similated and becomes soul-faculty. And when the soul re- 
turns to earth for further experience, those new faculties 
are in evidence. The new powers can be drawn upon. And 

80 each time we return to rebirth we are a little stronger, 

a little more capable of handling ourselves in this school of 
life, 
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Conditions of life after death are not mere theory. For as 
our powers develop, we find that we have the means of study- 
ing the non-physical part of our world. The materialistic 
age is passing. We all know that. We all know today that 
there is more than a physical side to the universe in which 
we live. Scientists tell us of the invisible forces of 
which matter is composed; the world of our emotions and 
thoughts is being explored more and more by psychiatrists 
and students interested in extra-sensory perception. And 
the world in which the soul lives after the death of the 
physical body can also be explored. It is as real as the 
physical world. It is not normally visible to us for the 
reason that the substance of which it is composed does not 
vibrate at rates which can be picked up by our five physical 
senses. But the fact that we cannot see it does not mean 
that it does not exist. There are individuals in whom the 
inner senses have been developed, and to them, the world of 
the soul is not fantasy, but fact. 


The Stoic Epictetus has said: "There is only one thing for 
which God has sent me into the world, and that is to perfect 
my nature in all sorts of virtue or strength; and there is 
nothing I cannot use for that purpose." One of the great 
Teachers of the Wisdom has said: "No man is your enemy, no 
man is your friend, all alike are your teachers." 


And so a study of Theosophy opens the door to adventure. For 
us there are new worlds to discover, latent faculties to un- 
fold. But first we need to work to conquer our own nature - 
to be free of resentment, anger, pride, impatience, and the 
like. All these are personality reactions, and we must be 
free of the domination of our personality selves if the light 
of the Spirit is to shine through and release our inner pow- 
erse When we learn to see all the experiences of life from 
the standpoint of that divine part of ourselves - the soul - 
then truly we find that Theosophy is divine wisdom. 
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THE KARMA OF NATIONS 


In previous broadcasts you will remember that we have dis- 
cussed the Law of Karma as it applies to the individual. To- 
day we will consider its operation as it affects groups of 
individuale living together as nations. 


According to the action of this Law, it would seem that mere 
chance is impossible. In the light of theosophical teach- 
ings, it becomes unmistakably clear that what Winston Church- 
ill called the "tides and tornados" of the wars of our life- 
time, are not mere chance disasters, Everything that hap- 
pens, either to an individual or to a Nation, is in effect a 
reaction caused by a preceding originating action. We need 
to realize, however, that whatever one's actions have been 
in the past, good or bad in varying degrees, the reactions 
from these originating causes are not to be regarded a8 a 
dead, fixed weight from which there is no relief. Individ- 
uals and nations, by actions in the present, are constantly 
modifying the operation of this law in their own lives. Nei- 
ther individuals nor nations are paralyzed forever by former 
conduct. In each experience, man has the opportunity for a 
fresh beginning. He can originate new causes! 


War has a definite message in this connection. In the his- 
tory of Germany, as one example, this message is clear. In 
the 18th century Frederick the Great began what developed in- 
to a national policy of wanton aggression. Bismark contin- 
ued this course of action, and found it temporarily success- 
ful, But eventually, the causes which Germany had origina- 
ted began to react upon its people. Kaiser Wilhelm brought 
disaster to his country. And Hitler, who carried on this 
policy of aggression at a still higher pitch, brought death 
to himself, to many of his followers, and defeat to his na- 
tion. Groups of people and nations have collective karma. 


Our listeners are familiar with the idea of reincarnation - 
that we have lived many lives on earth before this present 
life-period. We have originated many causes whose effects 
must be worked out in later incarnations. As individuals, 
we are born into the racial group which provides, according 
to the Law of Karma, just the right conditions for working 
out our own karmic problems. The fact that we are born 
Americans,for example, is no accident. The fact that cer- 
tain groups of people are born into one nation means ina 
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general way that they have the same kind of karmic condi- 
tions to meet. How they handle them is an individual matter. 
However, the decisions of nations affect the lives of the 
members of those nationse In other words, we not only have 
our own reactions to consider, but we are also affected by 
the Karma of the Nation of which we are a parte 


This karmic heritage, as it applies to nations, is a very in- 
teresting study. Several years ago, Geoffrey Hodson, Inter- 
national Lecturer for The Theosophical Society, originated a 
broadcast in Australia on this subject. At that "time he 
said: "This subject is important, as I think you will see, 
for if we can find the root cause of the sufferings and the 
losses, the victories and the defeats of some nations in war, 
and of the immunity of other nations in the same war, then we 
shall possess both a key to national immunity from strife, 
and knowledge of the way to world peace. According to Theos- 
ophy, that key is the existence and continual operation of 
the law of cause and effect. In neither national nor per- 
sonal experience is there chaos nor chance. Nations and 
their leaders create their own destiny, and, largely by for- 
mer actions, have decreed their own victories and defeats." 


Mr. Hodson then proceeded to test this idea of cause and ef- 
fect by a study of the history of certain nations. Nation- 
al history is preserved and is available to the student. The 
past conduct of a nation can therefore be compared with lat- 
er experiences and the whole teaching of the law of causa- 
tion be put to the test. We might add that we are in no 
way either criticising nor condemning the action of any of 
the nations mentioned. This is only in the nature of an ob- 
servation of historical records. Nor are the deductions of- 
fered dogmatically - rather are they presented as ideas to 
be considered, and as food for thought. 


The history of nations brings to mind many problems. Why, 
for example, did Belgium and France suffer so heavily during 
the past two world wars, while Sweden and Switzerland seemed 
to be immune? Why, as the wars raged around these two coun- 
tries, were they not also drawn into the conflict? 


Let us first consider the case of Belgium. Is it possible 
that her past history reveals conduct that would seem to jus- 
tify her involvement in war? Do you recall what has come 
to be called the "Belgian Congo atrocities"? During the 
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colonial administration of the Belgian Government of that 
time, terrible atrocities and barbarous treatment were given 
to the population of the Belgian Congo colonies. Can we 
not reasonably assume that these atrocities constitute a 
"sowing" from which the later national diasters were a 
"reaping" - to use the analogy of St. Paul. 


And what is the past history of France? Three times she 
has been invaded and twice defeated and occupied by the Ger- 
mans. Can we find deeds in her earlier history that war- 
ranted this? We think we can. For centuries, royalty and 
the aristocracy obtained their power and wealth at the cost 
of the masses. Long and continual oppression was inflicted 
upon a poor and relatively helpless people. The massacre 
of the Huguenots on St. Bartholomew's eve in 1672 was one of 
the most brutal of the many religious persecutions of that 
time. With the French Revolution of 1789, the forces of 
brutality and barbarism were freed. The Napoleonic Wars 
spread disaster and death through many countriese Inhuman 
conditions at the penal colony of Devil's Island were also 
the cause of intense human suffering. Does not this record 
of the past history of France provide many "sowings" of seeds 
from which the later national tribulations were a national 
"reaping" under the law of cause and effect? 


And now let us consider quite a different situation - the 
history of Switzerland. Has Switzerland been so philan- 
thropic, so benign in her administration as to generate free- 
dom from war under the law of cause and effect? A study of 
her history suggests an affirmative answer. True, universal 
military service enables Switzerland to enforce respect for 
her neutrality,but on the other hand, this country has, over 
a long period of time, initiated measures helpful to mankind. 
Since 1499, Swiss citizens have been able to breathe freely 
and discuss questions of government without fear. Switzer- 
land has successfully solved the problem of welding three 
races, German, French and Italian, into one confederacy work- 
ing for the good of the country as a whole. nd this is not 
all. She has performed many internationally beneficial ac- 
tions. As a neutral State, Switzerland has often been the 
seat of International Congresses which have greatly benefited 
mankind as a whole. One of the earliest of these congresses 
was held in 1864 and concerned the treatment of the wounded 
in war. This resulted in action which relieved much suffer- 
ing. The League of Nations was headquartered at Geneva,and 
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the International Red Cross is also directed from that city. 
Is there not some poetic justice in the fact that these ac- 
tions, bringing blessings to the whole of mankind, have re- 
sulted in immunity from war? 


Thus, from the records of history we are able to see the 
working out of the Law of cause and effect. "The Law of Kar- 
ma is impersonal, it operates upon man and nations as a cos- 
mic re-sttuning agency forever at work; it is not moral, 
it does not reward or punish, but irresistibly re-attunes 
or balances any actions that disturb the harmony of the uni- 
versee If man and nations could be harmonious, and live 
as harmonizers, then outer peace as well as health, happiness 
and inner security would be assured."* 


If the views which have been put forth are true,and we think 
they are proved, then the great discovery has been made of 
two root causes of human misery, individual and nationale 
These are cruelty and enslavement. Man's inhumanity to man 
is a cause which inevitably produces a reaction in kind. 


If we follow this to its logical conclusion, we see that un- 
der Karmic Law kindness and the giving of freedom bring hap- 
pinesse The gospel of kindness could solve the world's 
problemse To be kind is to ensure enduring happiness and 
peace, either individually or nationally; and to be cruel is 
to make these pleasures unattainable. When man learns the 
essential lesson of history, he will see the truth of the 
very significant statement: "I AM MY BROTHER'S KEEPER". 


* Theosophy Answers Some Problems 
of Life: Geoffrey Hodson 
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THE MAGICAL POWER OF THOUGHT 


Many of the inventions of modern science which make use of 
electricity and the power within the atom, we of the present 
generation take quite as a matter of course. To our ances- 
tors, if they could but see them, these inventions would ap- 
pear as feats of magic. We of today often consider quite 
magical the effects produced by another power ~ that of 
thought. Yet that power is inherent in each one of us. And 
the effects produced by the power of thought are very real 
effects. 


Practical and exacting scientists of today have even suggest- 
ed that this universe is a world of thought. Sir James 
Jeans, in his book "The Mysterious Universe", speaks of it 
as a world of pure thought and suggests that this conception 
throws new light on many of the situations we encounter in 
modern physics. It makes possible, for instance, the as- 
sumption that energy, which he calls the fundamental entity 
of the universe, can be treated as a mathematical abstrac- 
tion. He adds: "If the universe is a universe of thought, 
then its creation must have been an act of thought. Time 
and space, which form the setting for thought, must have 
come into being as part of this act. Modern scientific ths- 
ory compels us to think of the creator as working outside 
time and space which are part of his creation, just as the 
artist is outside his canvas." 


Does this not suggest to our minds the way in which we also 
can make use of the power of thought in our own small sphere 
of activity? If we will think of ourselves as conscious 
creators in the world of thought, and mind-stuff as something 
with which we can work - even as the artist creates upon the 
Canvas =- we too can work magical effects by the power of the 
mind. 


Psychologists recognizing the creative power of the human 
mind declare that personalities are being changed continual- 
ly, renewed, rebuilt by our thoughts. And this is true not 
only of the psyche, or emotional and mental personality, but 
also of the physical body itself. The condition of our 
thoughts and emotions determines the condition of our physi- 
cal well-being. It has been said that “as a man thinks, so 
he becomes." 
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This is also true in reference to character. A man's char- 
acter is in fact the result, the synthesis of all his past 
thoughts and emotions, not only in this present life, but al- 
80 of the thoughts and emotions which have become habits in 
past incarnatione. If we follow the thinking of over two- 
thirds of the people in the world today, we agree that this 
is not our first appearance on earth. Accepting reincarna- 
tion as one of the necessary means for development, we know 
that we have experienced many lives in which we have built 
and rebuilt our character, If we are now dissatisfied with 
it, we can set about changing iti A concentrated effort 
spent daily upon the quality we desire, will form the mental 
pattern for that characteristic; then when this regular clear, 
definite thinking is followed by action based upon that 
thought, it is possible to effect a radical change in char- 
acter which seems almost magical. 


When we think, the matter of which our mental body is com- 
posed vibrates according to the nature of the thought, and 
this impulse is immediately radioed to the brain. Every 
one will recognize the indirect action of thought, for it is 
quite obvious that a man must think before he can act. The 
thought directs the motive power for the action. But what 
is not so generally understood perhaps is that thought itself 
has a direct action upon matter - that whether or not a 
thought is translated into a deed, that thought itself pro- 
duces an effect. An angry thought, for example, can create 
as much harm as, and perhaps far more than, a physical blow. 
Similarly, a thought of love or protection creates a benefi- 
cial environment. Thought is a very real and precise power. 


In considering this matter of the magic of thought power, we 
must realize also that it is not only ourselves whom we are 
affecting. Theosophy makes clear that the mental world is a 
world of vibrations; that it is made up of substance which 
responds to any stimulus of thought, and that its vibrations 
are much finer and faster than those of the physical world 
which it interpenetrates. We are all living and moving a- 
bout in it by means of our thoughts, just as truly as we are 
living and moving about in the physical world by means of our 
physical bodies. Any exertion of thought creates an actual 
vibration in thought matter, and these effects can be very 
far-reaching if the originating impulse is clear and strong. 


A study of Theosophy shows that every definite thought pro- 
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duces a double effect. It not only creates an actual form 
in mental matter, but it initiates a radiating vibration 
which produces a result similar to that of a pebble dropped 
into a pond. This ripples in ever widening circles and 
tends to reproduce itself whenever opportunity offers. When 
ever these mental waves strike upon another person's sphere 
of thought, they modify it by their own rate of motion. They 
tend to produce thoughts of the same type as were originated. 
That is why one person's thought affects the thought of thos 
around him, 


This natural tendency of the mind to shape mental matter in- 
to vibratory forms, creates an individual atmosphere, or au- 
ra, which surrounds each one of us. This affects every one 
with whom we come in contact. By our joy we create joyful- 
ness in others. If we are depressed, we spread a cloud of 
depression in the world around us. A sensitive person, up- 
on entering a home for the first time, can actually feel the 
effect produced by vibrations. We often hear the expression 
"it has a friendly atmosphere." This is the result of the 
thought-forms which have been habitually generated in that 
home. And so we are constantly adding to the thought-forms 
in the mental world around us by our own thinking. By our 
thoughts we can make the world a better - or worse - place 
in which to live. 


Mind power is the critical power in the world today. Its 
use is affecting the trend of history. If the mind power 
of nations is to carry the world forward into a new age of 
cooperation and friendly effort, then all the individuale in 
those nations need to work toward the right use of their own 
thought power, For no nation can be greater than the com- 
bined thought of its people. 


This idea that thoughts are things which actually do influ- 
ence people, is vitally important today. We are thinking 
as never before about major problems concerning our common 
welfare. The collective thought of mankind is being direct- 
ed on a tremendous scale to solving some of these problems. 
We can all help the world powerfully and effectively, for we 
have within us, as human beings, all the power needed for 
the solution of those world problems which have resulted 
from the strife of personalities and personal ideas. Ifa 
sufficient number of people really practiced brotherhood - 
sending strong thoughts of friendliness and trust into the 
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thought world regularly and determinedly - and followed 
these with acts of brotherhood in their own personal lives, 
the right solution of all problems, personal and national, 
could and would be found. This condition could be created 
by the continual, steady and definite thoughts of those who 
know how to use this magical power, We might say that by 
so doing we would create "thought-bariks". 


During the second World War, the use of blood-banke was or- 
ganized so efficiently that plasma was available right on 
the battlefield. Millions of men and women from all strata 
of life volunteered their contributions to the blood-bank. 
It was a demonstration of brotherhood on a scale never be- 
fore witnessed! 


Not many years ago, another so-called "bank" was organized 
for the purpose of helping mankind. In 1945 a group of hos- 
pitals in New York created the world's first “eye-bank", 
Since that time "The Eye Bank for Sight Restoration Inc." 
has been used by many hospitals on a national scale to pro- 
vide the facilities for this new and very great type of re- 
lief. 


Important as ere these developments, they pale into insigni- 
ficance when we consider the influence which is wielded 
daily by humanity's "thought-banks". Every person who 
thinks clearly is contributing to tremendously potent reser- 
voirs of thought force - for good or for evil. The kind of 
thought determines the resultant effect. Thoughts of unity, 
cooperation and trust, in which there is no selfishness, are 
needed for the healing of nations today. The pouring out 
of a quiet, confident good-will will create its own magic 
and produce in due time its physical effect on earth as sure- 
ly as the mind of the Creator produced this physical universe. 


Let no one believe, then, that time spent in high-level think- 
ing about mankind is mere idle preoccupation. Every great 
thought about brotherhood, about the unity of nations, about 
the divinity slowly awakening in men's hearts, every noble 
concept of man's high destiny is a direct and valuable con- 
tribution to mankind's thought-banks. Let us not doubt the 
fact that we can, if we will, be a "force in the direction 
of evolution" by our conscious use of the mightiest force in 
the universe - the creative power of thought. 
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